200 forces were being concentrated in the west of Russia for
an invasion of Poland. France did nothing. Pilsudski
was disappointed, but saw clearly then that Poland
must depend on herself. He began active preparations
for a campaign against the Soviets. He would take the
initiative and attack first*
The Ukrainian leader Petlura had been defeated by
the Bolshevists, He fled to Poland, asking for help,
saw Pilsudski and made an alliance with him. They
would-march, together into the Ukraine, to take that
district from the Russians. Two days after their agree-
ment was signed a Polish army, infantry and cavalry,
with two Ukrainian divisions, started east.
Pilsudski's plan, to federate five or six states to make
a bulwark against Bolshevism was far in. advance of
the time. For success the peasants must have understood
it, the Allies must have favored it, the Poles must have
stopped their party quarrels and united—three conditions
impossible to secure in that troubled, uncertain period.
The result was at home a political campaign against
him, abroad much discussion of Polish imperialism.
The Polish troops passed the old frontier separating
Poland and Russia before the first Partition. Stolidly
the Ukrainian peasants looked on, knowing nothing of
the meaning of this expedition. Some of them thought
these were the czar's troops marching against the Bol-
shevists, They did not rise to join, their ally* On the
seventh of May the Poles reached Kiev and occupied the
city without any fighting. In Warsaw there was wild
enthusiasm.
So far they had succeeded. Why not push on to
Odessa and water the Polish cavalry horses in the Black
Sea? To such romantic, ambitious schemes Pilsudski
soberly said no. Prom a military point of view it would
*be madness: they were far from their base, behind them
a people they could not be sure of, their own line
stretched out for a thousand kilometers, with no reserves.

